00 Mr.. N. B. John of ‘New York (left) and Florence Bayard Hilles of Delaware aes 
00 fide ational Woman's Party, are seen interviewing Representative Samuel Dickstein of New’ ¥ 
25 | do the bill he has introduced to remove all remaining discriminations against women in so far as „ 
25 is concerned, The bill, of which Senator Royal D. Copeland of New York is the author in the Senate, 
25 ae “would give to child born Arpad of an American mother the right to Am i hationality, just as the 


25 child born abroad of an American father now possesses this right. Repiesentative Dickstein is chairman of 
50 , the House Immigration and Naturalization “which held a public hearing on the bill last Tuesday. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

io secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LOCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights | 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


[Senate Joint Resolution Number 52] 
{House Joint Resolution Number 551 


- Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by SENATOR GERALD P. Nyg, North Dakota. 


Introduced in the House January 11, 1932, 
by REPRESENTATIVE Louis LuDLow, 
Indiana. 


Elizabeth Selden N. 


Margaret Whittemore, Calif. 


For the Sake of Peace 


N THE discussion which is becoming ever more insistent with regard to 
| United States entrance to the World Court, the question is often asked, 

„What have American women to win or lose through adherence to the 
Court?” It all depends. Heretofore the United States has turned its face 
resolutely against the unjust Hague Nationality Convention which, if ratified 
by nine nations, would become a part of the international code. If the United 
States enters the World Court without the Equality Reservation, our country — 
will of necessity thereby reverse its previously high stand on the question of 
the equal nationality rights of women. This in itself would be an unspeakable 
tragedy as, in the first instance, the United States stood alone among the 
nations of the earth in demanding equal nationality rights for women. To 
bow our heads to this indignity would be sub-human. 

It is argued that the entrance of the United States to the World Court 
would be to lend our influence to international peace. Without the equality 
reservation, and without a number of other reservations that have already 
been attached to the protocol, our entrance, on the contrary, would be of no 
Significance toward international peace. If we lower our standards to the 
level of those of the other nations that are already members of the Court, 
what could our entrance possibly signify? Without the equality reservation 
and without the other essential reservations already adopted, our entrance 
would merely serve to condone standards thet 1 0 1 1 resulted in war 
or the threat of war. 

United States entrance to the World Court without the Equality Reserva- 
tion would merely mean a the —_ abandonment of the last wes of interna- 
tional peace. 

On the other hand, United States entrance to the World Court with the 
Equality Reservation is most ardently to be desired, for this means that the 
status of women over the whole planet would be elevated. 

International peace, in connection with entrance to the World Court, 
however, is the major issue; therefore let us hold to that alone. The World 


| Court and the League of N ations are now exclusively controlled by men. 


The League and the Court are alleged to be agencies for Peace, but the 


dark cloud of war hangs over all of the nations constituting both of them. 
In Geneva men discuss placidly the wing-spread of bombing planes and the 


type of life destroying germs and poison * that may be used in the next 


polite and legal war. 


Women have had enough of all things: enough of buncombe and nonsense 


about the polite and legal slaughter of their sons. They are through. 


For American women to permit the United States to enter the World 
Court without the Equality Reservation would be for the human female to 
drop below the level of the beasts that at least use what intelligence they 
have to protect their young. The blood of the boys who died in the World 


War, the boys of every nationality, cries out to American women! If, for the 


sake of peace, we join hands with the other nations, let us join hands with 


their women, on a basis of equality, else let us refuse atogether, for only upon 
justice can an enduring peace be founded. 


Let us not desecrate our national honor by giving our deen: name to a 


World Court which offers as its first covenant, * which is the final 


basis of all wars. 


What Is * Record? 


OW for a question. It is a little personal, but its importance is so 

great as to justify being personal. Have you communicated your senti- 

ments on the Equal Rights Amendment to your Congressmen? We 
suggested last week that your Senators and Representatives were eagerly 
awaiting word from you on this matter. Some of them are uncertain as to 
how they shall vote on Joint Resolution No. 1; they are waiting for you to 
tell them. A whole week has passed, seven long days, and we know that 
you believe in the Equal Rights Amendment. Do your Congressmen know 
it also? 

It is perfectly proper for you to expect your Senators and Representatives 
to represent you, but it is stretching the point for you to expect them to be 
clairvoyant. Unless you ask them to work and vote for Joint Resolution No. 1, 
they may infer that your desire is precisely the opposite. 

“Static” often interrupts a good radio talk, and static on your part inten. 
rupts your communication with your members of Congress. Working even 
six hours a day it would hardly take you a week to write and post letters to 
every one of your Congressmen. A week has gone by and what is your record? 
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Hearing Held Equal Nationality Bill 


HE hearing on the Equal Nation- 
ality Bill was held on March 28, 
before the Immigration Committee 
of the House of Representatives, This 
measure, introduced in the Seventy-second 
Congress by Senator Royal Copeland and 
Representative Cable at the request of 


the Woman's Party, was passed unani- 


mously by the Senate the day before the 
adjournment of Congress. It was not 
necessary to pass it through the House 
as it had been attached to a bill which 
had already passed the House. The meas- 
ure failed to become law, however, be- 
cause of lack of time for the Senate and 
House to reach an agreement on the dif- 
ferences between the Senate and House 
bills. 
- Introduced in the present Congress by 


Senator Copeland and Representative 


Dickstein it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Immigration in both Houses. 
The gist of the bill is that it will give to 
a child born abroad of an American 
mother the right to American nationality, 
just as the child born abroad of an 
American father now possesses this right. 
It will also give the foreign woman who 
becomes naturalized the same right to 
naturalize her child by her own naturali- 


zation as is now possessed by the foreign 


man who becomes naturalized. 


Florence Bayard Hilles, national chair- 


man of the Woman’s Party, presided at 
the hearing. The group of eminent speak- 
ers from national women’s organizations 


who spoke at the hearing gave striking 


dence of the very real interest which 
women all over the United States are 
taking in the passage of this measure. 
They realize, as Mrs. Hilles says, that 
it is of the utmost importance in three 
fields: (1) Nationality, because it would 
carry to completion the campaign for 


to be deprived of their — in Mary- 

land by laws foist upon them 
under the guise of “protective” legisla- 
tion, was indicated on March 22 when 
over one hundred women employed in res- 
taurants, bakeries, candy factories and 
other manufacturing establishments in 
Baltimore City descended upon the Sen- 
ate Committee on Judicial Proceedings 
in Annapolis, Maryland, to urge the de- 
feat of a pending bill which would restrict 
women, but not men, to eight hours of 
employment a day. 

The measure had already been passed 
by the House before the women knew of 
its existence but warned by the National 
Woman’s Party that the bill was pending, 


Bi HAT working women do not intend 


the labor women in restaurants, shops, 


equality in nationality rights which was 
launched by American women imme- 
diately after the winning of the vote. 
(2) In the western hemisphere, because 
the passage of the bill would greatly 
strengthen the movement for an equal 
nationality treaty for the western hemis- 
phere. The proposal for such a treaty is 
on the agenda of the coming conference 
of American republics to be held in the 
near future at Montevideo. American 
women could work more effectively for 
the adoption of this treaty by the Monte- 
video conference if their own nationality 
law were made perfect as far as equality 
is concerned. (3) Internationally, because 
American women could work more effec- 
tively for equality in the projected world 
code of law to be administered by the 
World Court, if the American law on na- 
tionality were made perfect. 


Dr. Emma Wold, member of the Su- 
preme Court Bar of the United States, 
praeticing lawyer in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and technical adviser on nation- 
ality to the United States delegation to 
the first World Conference on the Codi- 
fication of International Law, held at The 
Hague in 1930, spoke in her capacity as 
expert on nationality, She was the official 
representative on this occasion ‘of the 
Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom, Grace Hayes Riley, Dean 
of the Washington Law College and a 
vice-president of the National Association 
of Women Lawyers, spoke for her organi- 
zation. Charl Williams, secretary of the 
National Education Association, brought 
the support of the National Federation of 
Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs. The General Federation of Wom- 
en’s Clubs was represented by Mrs. John 
L. Whitehurst of Maryland, 


factories and bakeries organized hastily 
and sent their representatives to the Gen- 


eral Assembly to inform the Senators that 


they were bitterly opposed to an 8-hour 
law applying to their sex alone. Heading 
the delegation was Ida I. Kloze, attorney 
and president of the Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Council of the Mary- 
land Branch, National Woman’s Party. 
Upon arriving at the State House the 
various delegations proceeded at once to 
the committee room, but it soon became 
clear that space there was inadequate. 
Senator John H. Bouse of the First Dis- 
trict, Baltimore City, then transferred the 
hearing to the Senate chamber which was 
filled to over-flowing with working women 
before the members of the committee ar- 


rived. As soon as the hearing was called 


vice-chairman of Legislative Committee. 
Zonta was represented by Dr. Mildred 
Dickenson of Ohio, chairman of. the 
Committee on International Relations. 
Burnita Shelton Matthews, practicing 
lawyer in the District of Columbia, spoke 
for the National Woman’s Party. Mrs. 
Ashfield Stow, Maud Younger’s niece, 
cited her own case as an example of the 
vagaries of the existing law. In spite of 
having an American-born mother, she was 
an enemy alien during the War because 
of having a Hungarian father. Her mother 
had to choose between leaving her—a 
small child—in Europe or staying with 
her in some neutral country. They had to 


live in Switzerland for seven years before 


this American woman could bring her 
child to her native land. 


Mr. Crist, chief of the Naturalization 


Bureau of the Department of Labor, pre- 


sented the position of his department 
which is strongly in favor of the measure. 

Representative Kleberg of Texas has 
introduced in the House the following 
addition to the proposed law: 4 

“Section 2. A person who has hereto- 
fore been a citizen of the United States 
shall be deemed to be a citizen of the 
United States notwithstanding marriage 
to an alien or notwithstanding the loss 
of United States eitizenship by the spouse, — 
unless by affirmative act another nation- 
ality has been acquired. A citizen of the 
United States who is married to, or who 
may hereafter marry, an alien may make 
a formal renunciation of United States 
citizenship before a court exercising natu- 
ral jurisdiction, or before a Council of 
the United States.” 

This is to provide for the restoration 
of citizenship to American women who 
have lost nationality in past years. 


Working Women Oppose 8-Hour Bill 


to order the chairman requested the pro- 
ponents of the bill to present their case. 
No one responded. 

“Ts there no one here to speak in favor 
of this bill?” asked the chairman. Then 
Mr. Henry F. Broening, president of the 
Baltimore City Federation of Labor, 
slipped quietly, and apparently in great 
embarrassment, up to the rostrum, and 
said something sotto voce to the com- 
mitteemen. 

The chairman immediately announced 
that the proponents of the measure would 
present no argument and called upon Miss. 
Kloze to conduct the hearing for the oppo- 
sition. In point of fact there were only. 
two proponents of the bill present in the 
Senate chamber, Mr. Broening and Anna 
Neary, and it is no wonder that they pre- 
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ferred to remain silent rather than to 
pretend to represent labor women when 
the women were there to represent them - 
selves in person on the opposite side! Miss 


Neary, who has for twenty-five or thirty 


years, been a paid organizer of the Fed- 
eration of Labor was requested after the 
hearing to give the names and addresses 
of the industrial women who favored the 
bill. This she stoutly refused to do, as 
did Mr. Broening also, corroborating the 
impression that the working women back 
of the bill were purely imaginary persons. 
Miss Neary and Mr, Broening sat side by 


side during the hearing, smiling and whis- 


pering to one another in their isolation, 
and making the best they could of their 
ridiculous position. As Miss Kloze pro- 
ceeded to introduce one working woman 
after another in opposition to the bill, 
the embarrassment of the two would-be 
“protectors” became ever more painful. 

The various delegations had appointed 
their spokesmen in advance, and Miss 
Kloze introduced the leaders after pre- 
senting a brief argument agaiinst the bill, 
asking that it be amended to include men 


or else that it be kept in committee. 


Mary E. Baldwin, of the Boneiss-Drayer 
Candy Co., was the first speaker. She 
said that she had lost her position in 
another State through the passage of an 
8-hour law, and had come with her two 
children to Maryland seeking escape from 


restrictive legislation. Lilly Corwin, of 
the Oriole Cafeteria, said that the wait- 
resses work on a profit-sharing basis and 
that fewer hours would mean lower wages 
for them. Theresa Merryman, of Child’s 
Restaurant, told the committee that many 
married women with children prefer 
working at night rather than in the day- 
time so that they have some time with 


their children. She protested against be- 


ing permitted to work only six hours at 
night, as she said the salary would be 
inadequate for the support of her chil- 


dren, Agnes Reitz, of Koester’s Bakery, 


said she had worked for the bakery for 
many years and did not wish to lose her 
position. She had been informed that if she 


could work only six hours during the 


night the bakery would be forced to lay 
the women off and put men on instead. 
Miss Kloze brought the hearing to an 
end by quoting the Supreme Court in a 
decision on another “protective” law. She 
told the committee: : | 
“The Supreme Court said that it is a 
question of which of two powers or rights 
shall prevail—the power of the State to 
legislate or the right of the individual to 
liberty of person and freedom of contract. 
The mere assertion that the subject re- 
lates though but in a remote degree to 
the public health does not necessarily ren- 
der its enactment valid. The court also 
said in 1923 that it could not accept the 


Equal Rights 


doctrine that women of mature age, and 
mentally capable, require or may be sub- 


' jected to restrictions upon their liberty of 


contract. The court has further said that 
statutes limiting the hours in which 
grown and intelligent men may labor to 
earn their living are mere meddlesome 


interference with the rights of the in- 


dividual. 


“Those decisions expressing common 
sense cannot, it seems to me, be ignored. 
There is the further injustice in such 
a law as that proposed in this bil] that 
these girls would be unfairly and in- 
escapably handicapped in their competi- 
tion with men for jobs that the girls need.” 


After the hearing the delegation as- 
cended to the Governor’s office where they 
laid their case before the Chief Executive. 
The women also stopped to talk with their 
own members of the General Assembly, 
informally asking their assistance in their 
endeavor to have the bill defeated. Several 
of the delegates said that if they had 
known that working women were opposed 
to the bill they would not have voted for 
it in the house, but that they had been 
misinformed as to the origin of the 
measure. 

It was the general opinion that the 
hearing was the most impressive one that 
had been held during the session and as we 
go to press the bill is still in committee. 


Demand Equality Reservation 


dent of the District of Columbia 


M RS. HARVEY W. WILEY, presi- 


Federation of Women’s Clubs on 
March 14 laid before the Federal Rela- 
tions Committee of the Maryland General 
Assembly, the deep interest women feel 
in the Equality Reservation to the World 
Court. Mrs. Wiley told the committee, 
which had under consideration a resolu- 
tion to ask the United States Senate to 
pass the court treaty, that the purpose 
of this reservation is to make certain that 
if the United States enters the World 
Court, the code of law to be carried out 
by that court. shall not discriminate 
against women. 


The equality reservation which was in- 
troduced in the last session of Congress 
by Senator Gerald P. Nye of North Da- 
kota, reads: 

“Provided that the code of law to be 
administered by the World Court shall 
not contain inequalities based on sex.” 


Hon. Marvin Farrington of Mont- 
gomery County, chairman of the House 
Committee, presided. As the Senate was 
still in session none of the Senate Com- 
mittee members were able to be present. 
Dora G. Ogle, legislative chairman of the 
Baltimore County Branch, conducted the 
hearing and presented the equality reser- 


vation which she requested the committee 
to add to the bill as an amendment. 


Mrs. Wiley stated to the committee that 
should the World Court question, which 
was not acted upon in the last Congress, 
come up in the new Congress, this equal- 
ity reservation would also be considered. 
She spoke not only as an individual in 


support of this reservation, but as presi- 


dent of the District of Columbia Federa- 
tion. “The District Federation recently 
adopted a resolution,“ said Mrs. Wiley, 
“which we have forwarded to the Resolu- 
tions Committee of our General Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs, This resolution 
reads: | 


“*Wuereas the United States Govern- 
ment refused to be a party to the nation- 
ality convention adopted by the First Con- 
ference for the Codification of Interna- 
tional Law, held under the auspices of the 
League of Nations at The Hague, 1930, 
one of the grounds of its refusal being 
that this convention was not based on 


equality between men and women in na- 


tionality rights, for which equality this 
Government stands, and 

„ Wurnzas the Department of State 
has three times officially stated its dis- 
approval of this convention; first, through 
the chief delegate at The Hague Confer- 


ence, second, through the State Depart- 
ment’s press release of April 15, 1930, 
third, in the Secretary of State’s letter of 
June 23, 1931, to the Secretary-General 
of the League, and } 


“*Wuereas, this projected nationality 
convention, when ratified by 10 countries 
will form part of a code of law to be ad- 
ministered by the World Court, and 


„ Wnnnas, American women have 
joined with the women of the world in 
demanding from the League the submis- 
sion of a new convention based on equal 


ity, and 


“*Wuereas the League of Nations has 
so far opposed all efforts by women to 
secure submission of a new convention; 
and are, instead, pressing for ratifica- 


tion of the projected, unfair nationality 


convention, and 


“*Wuereas the rights of American 
women and the American standard of 
equality will be endangered if the code 
of law to be established for the court to 
apply, has injustice as its cornerstone; 


“Therefore, Be It Resolved, That in the 
event the United States adheres to the 
court, it shall make the following reserva- 
tion: 


“ ‘Provided that the code of law to be 
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administered by the World Court, shall 
not contain inequalities based on sex. 

“<Mariz B. GILLINGHAM (Mrs. George 

Oliver), Chairman, Department of 
International Relations, District of 
Columbia Federated Clubs’.” 

Mrs. Wiley then gave a most compre- 
hensive analysis of the purpose of the 

equality reservation. She said: 

“This resolution which I have just read 
to you gentlemen, contains a recital of 
our just grievances. We were first brought 
to a realization of the necessity for this 
reservation because the projected code of 
law to be administered by the World 
Court discriminates against women. And 
although from the first, we, together with 
women from all over the world have pro- 
tested against the discriminations against 
women in the projected code, the begin- 
ning of which is The Hague Nationality 
Convention, our objections have been 
brushed aside. 


“We feel, therefore, that it is unwise 


and unsafe for the United States to ad- 
here to the World Court without first 
adopting an adequate reservation to pro- 
tect American women. 


“You may raise the question as to how | 


American women would be affected by 


adherence to the World Court without 


this reservation. We reply that if we 
condone any system of law based on in- 
justice to women, we are taking a retro- 


York Legislature for the establish- 
ment of a minimum wage board 
looking towards minimum wage rates for 
women. There is a reason for that, men 
would never submit to minimum wage 
laws for themselves. 
My objection to such a law is that it 
does not and cannot work with justice. 
The Supreme Court of the United States 


T HERE are two bills before the New 


has so declared and the experience bears : 


out the truth of this wise decision. In 
States when it has been tried, California 
for example, employers have simply hired 


men and boys, not subject to the laws who 


could work for less and the only way 
women could get the job was by pretend- 
ing to be learners, the pay a few dollars 
a week or what have you. They had to 
conceal their experience and by the time 
they worked up to the point where they 
had to get the minimum wage which 
meant passing the wage that men and 
boys would accept, the women were fired. 
When women who are skilled have to pre- 
tend to be learners before they can get 


work—when they have to lie instead of 


going frankly into the labor market to 
make the best possible bargain—there is 
not much that can honestly be said in 
favor of such a law. Occasionally it does 
work for people—it gets the advocates of 


gressive step; and that wherever the 
rights of women anywhere in the world 
are affected, the rights of American wom- 
en are made insecure. 

“But we are concerned about this mat- 
ter not only because we do not want our 


country to become committed, indirectly, 


to The Hague Nationality Convention, 
but also because we see in the beginning 
of a world code of law an opportunity for 
establishing for all time, for this, and for 
any future conventions which shall be- 


come’ part. of the code, the principle of 


equality.” 

‘Mrs. Wiley was followed by Iris Calder- 
head Walker, chairman of the Equality 
Reservation Committee, who made a stir- 
ring plea for the rights of the individual 


to the citizenship of his or her choice. 


Mrs. Louis K. Gutman, who represented 
the Baltimore City Branch of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, urged the mem- 


bers of the committee to support the 


reservation and grant equal opportunities 
under the law to women citizens as well 
as men. Mrs. Theodore W. Forbes of 
Harford County, who followed, suggested 
that the Maryland Legislature had an 
opportunity here and now to make 
amends for their failure to ratify the Suf- 
frage Amendment by adopting the equal- 
ity reservation as requested. Florence 


Laynor, president of the Women Lawyers’ 


Association of Maryland, and legislative 


By Josephine Casey 


it political positions. If one is forever 
looking down at a minimum wage, she 
must be likely to look level at a living 
wage. The minimum wage first weakens 


the worker with a promise of protection 


which is not genuine and afterwards puts 
her where she has to lie in order to get 
a job. 

Sarah Hogan of the California labor 
movement who would never pass up any- 
thing which would really be an advantage 
to the worker, condemns the minimum 
wage theory as injurious, impractical and 
fallacious. I had a sample of the way the 
minimum wage law works in Massachu- 
setts. In a previous article I mentioned 
the black label theory which the Consum- 
ers’ League tried to get through the legis- 
lature last year. That bill was defeated 
last year but it is up again this year. In 
the first years of its existence the Con- 
sumers’ League gave the employer a white 
label which he proudly used because it 
brought him good will and customers and 
raised price and standard of merchandise. 
This black label signifying that the article 
was made by women and children getting 
below a minimum wage is a perversion of 
the white label and is a direct reversal of 
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chairman of the League of Women Voters, 
then pointed out the discriminations 
against women in the Nationality Code 
and urged the members of the committee 
to support the other half of the nation 
that would be affected if the resolution 
passed without the equality reservation. 
Mrs. Robert H. Walker, who represented 
the Baltimore County Branch of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party made a short viva- 
cious plea for equality in justice. Betty 
McGing of Goucher College told of the 
endorsement of the equality reservation by 
the Goucher College Council. Rebekah 
Greathouse, assistant United States attor- 
ney and chairman of the Lawyers’ Council 
of the National Woman’s Party, closed the 
hearing with a stirring plea for peace, 
equality and justice. After the hearing, 
Mr. Farrington promised to consider the 
reservation and the arguments presented. 
On the following day, Wednesday, March 
15, the World Court resolution was re- 
ported out of committee with a favorable 
report without the equality reservation. 
Members of the National Woman’s Party 
and the Women Lawyers’ Association of 
Maryland are making every effort to have 
the equality reservation adopted in the 
Senate where the resolution is still in 
Senator Milton L. Veasey’s Committee on 
Federal Relations. In this endeavor they 
are supported by many other women's 
organizations. 


That Minimum Wage Theory 


method. If this label were used der uin 
hunters would swarm around it because 
articles bearing it would have to be cheap, 


and consequently the standard of wages 


and merchandise in other places would be 
lowered instead of raised. 


But some may ask how are we going to 
handle extremely low wage problems? The 
first advice is do not aggravate the prob- 
lem. Just now many are not getting any 
wages and haven't for a long time! It is 
no time to add another tax burden to 
those already anxious and those political 
boards of any description cost money. 


I never hear of low wages being un- 
wisely advertised, but I feel like saying to 
philanthropists and uplifters, “Yes, you 
helped to do it with your basically false 
and unjust legislation against women and 
you put it into the minds of some em- 
ployers who had been paying decent wages 
that they too could pay women less,” 


When a great clamor was raised about 
wages paid in a certain city I went there 
to get the facts from girls who belong to 
our industrial councils. Of course, there 
were regular employers in that town. 
There are some that are right and regular 
in every town, but the sob article in mak- 
ing a big noise about the place not right, 
did not consider what they were doing to 
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our members who were employed in good 
shops and that the blatant publicity was 
hurting them. 


In checking the low wage shops I found 
the trouble was chiefly due to brand new 
employers who were starting a business, 
and let me add that this is the usual type 
who will come into a State handicapped 
with woman’s laws. I found here that 
two men had a scrap with their employer 
and lost their jobs. As there were no 
other jobs in the offing, they having the 
grand sum of $1,500 started in business. 
With so small a capital they could not 
have regular operators and so we find the 
men who got angry at a proposed reduc- 
tion to themselves were soon employing 
inexperienced help at wages they could 
afford to pay and were hoping to turn out 
a good product. Another place was where 


| HE confusion 


The Minimum 

Wage Problem of bills into 
which Governor 

Herald-Tribune, 


Lehman’s demand 
for minimum wage 
legislation for wom- 
. en has brought the 
Legislature at Albany well reflects the 
difficulties of this vexed problem. If only 
remaking the world by legislation were 


New York City, 
March 21, 1933. 


the simple affair that it looks to be on 


the surface! Unfortunately, every such 
attempt to fix wages—as to fix prices— 
creates more trouble than it cures. Ifa 


minimum wage law is restricted to wom- 


en—as Governor Lehman urged—then it 


tends to drive women out of their jobs 


in favor of men who can work for as 
little as they choose. If minimum wages 
are fixed for men and women alike, then 
the tendency is to drive whole industries 
out of a State into other States having no 
such restrictions. 

Three sets of bills are now before the 
Legislature. Two were introduced by 
Democrats and relate only to women and 


children. One of these, fathered by Sen- 


ator Dunnigan, is of the Massachusetts 
type, providing merely for investigations 
and findings and relying upon the pub- 
lication of the names of employers pay- 
ing less than a minimum wage to produce 
results. The other, the Wald-Eberhard 
Bill, makes the findings of the minimum 
wage commission mandatory—enforceable 
by court action. Governor Lehman is be- 
lieved to favor the latter bill “with teeth,” 
but the Democratic leaders have sched- 
uled both bills for action today, with the 
somewhat peculiar idea of letting the Gov- 
ernor choose between them. 

The third bill ‘was introduced by As- 
semblyman Brownell, Republican, of this 
city, last night. It applies to children, 
women and men, being mandatory as to 


an employer hired one of our Industrial 
Council members to make up some sam- 
ples. She was well paid for it. When he 
took the samples to New York he got the 
order. However, when he started to make 
the order the difficulty started, not having 
sufficient capital, he hired any one at 
any wage with the result that in New 
York only one box was opened—the rest 
of the shipment was not even inspected. 


Naturally the New York concern did 
not pay, so that the embyro employer was 
out even the forty cents he is supposed 
to have paid the girl for waiting around 
a week. This is the kind of situation 
which the Protectionists will use to get 
restrictive laws against women and the 
result is that the wage scale for women 
is not raised, but lowered, for as I said 
an employer will read his newspaper, see 


Press Comment 


children, advisory as to adults. This bill 
has the great merit of not discriminating 
between men and women, and therefore 
risks no woman’s job. On the other hand, 


like every minimum wage law, it runs the 


danger, if effective, of driving industry 
out of the State. | 
The motives of the organization which 
are supporting this type of legislation are 
of the highest. Every one must sympa- 


thize with their aim, for conditions are 


unquestionably bad. The reports of that 
highly useful organization, the National 
Consumers’ League, make lugubrious 
reading. The low-grade, vicious employ- 


ers, weak financially and weak morally, 
are taking advantage of unemployment to 


exploit the needy. Some time ago we 
commented upon the results as they af- 
fected children. Here seemed to us a 
clear case for action, since the bulk of 
these exploitings were plain violations of 
existing law. More thorough supervision 
and more vigorous prosecution seemed 
called for. 

But both logic and practice place a 
minimum wage law for women in a far 
different category. Women can never 
progress in the working world if they are 
to be protected and hobbled and set apart 
from men. Nor is there any evidence that 
they need to be. The Supreme Court of 
the United States has taken a strong 
stand against such discrimination, and 
social study is in accord with this legal 
theory of the Constitution. In backward 
countries like Russia women do most of 
the heavy labor—Colonel Hugh Cooper 
found his best workers on the Knieper 
Dam among Russian women. What pos- 
sible reason is there for thinking that in 
an advanced and progressive country, 
where all labor is greatly lightened by 
machinery, women may not work side by 
side with men if they choose to? 


Equal Rights 


when he thinks a competitor is getting a 
jump on him and will decide he has to 
reduce wages too. The only ones who get 
anything out of it are the advocates of 
restrictive laws. They get either for 
themselves or members of their families 
rather well-paid political positions. The 
reward in salary is much higher when 
one is classed as a “friend” of the work- 
ing girl than to be the working girl her- 
self. The payrolls in city, State and Gov- 
ernment will verify this. 


This can’t go on. No citizenship can 
continue to exist half free and half re- 
stricted. The constitutional rights of all 
citizens must be equal. We will oppose 
every piece of legislation which would 
further restrict as we push on toward 
the great objective—the Equal Rights 
Amendment. | 


Women simply cannot achieve such 
equality if they are to be hampered by 
such a statute as the minimum wage law. 
To be sure, the Supreme Court decision 


makes any really effective wage law for 


women probably unconstitutional. The 
Massachusetts law merely provides for 
investigation and a publication of the 
facts where a concern is not paying “a 
living wage.” This is constitutional, but 
of doubtful value. At any rate, the chief 
drive at Albany is for the passage of a 
mandatory bill which would give a com- 
mission power to enforce its decree as to 
a fair minimum wage after a given inter- 
val. There can hardly be a doubt that 
such a law, in the present chaotic condi- 
tion of the labor market, would simply 
cause a number of women to lose the jobs 
they had—to be replaced by men who 
were free to bargain for work at any 


Wage level they wished to in the present 


emergency. 


The evils of the present emergency are 
unquestionably great. Every one must 


sympathize deeply with the victims of ex- 


isting conditions. But why, by hasty, 
superficial legislation, make their lot 
worse through turning them into the 
street? The Herald-Tribune has an old 
and unshaken faith in the future of 
women—in politics and in industry. It 
has fought for every type of legislation 
which seemed to it likely to advance the 
best interests of women—by treating them 
as human beings rather than as a class 
apart, giving them the same aid and pro- 
tection that men receive. It must, as a 
matter of consistency and good faith, 
take its stand against the laws pending 
in Albany which in the name of raising 
wages for certain women would lose them 
their jobs. 
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The Nationality Fight in Great Britian 


to perfect in every detail the Ameri- 
can nationality law as to equality 
between men and women is parallelled by 
the strikingly dramatic campaign by Brit- 
ish women against inequalities in the 
present British law. A letter just re- 
ceived at the Washington headquarters 
from Dorothy Evans, nationality chair- 
man of the Six Point Group of Great 
Britain, says: 
“Several British-born women who have 


Zt HE campaign in the United States 


lost their British nationality through 


marriage with foreigners have recently 
refused to register with the police as 
aliens, as required by British law. The 
protest of these women against the taking 
away of their British nationality without 
their consent has gained much favorable 
publicity for our nationality campaign. 

“One of the cases is that of a young 
Englishwoman who married an English- 
man in 1910—Mrs. Grace Tyndall. In 
1931 her husband, who was in America at 
the time, was naturalized as an American. 
Upon his return to England in 1932 he 
was registered as an “alien” as required 
by law. His wife had not been natural- 
ized, however. The American consul de- 
clared to her that she was not an Ameri- 
can as the naturalization of a foreign man 
as an American does not naturalize his 
wife according to the present law in the 
The British Consul, on 
the other hand, said that he could thence- 
forth do nothing for her as the British 
law considered that she was no longer 


British, since her husband had become an 
American citizen and she had taken no 
affirmative steps to preserve her British 
nationality. Mrs. Tyndall refused to 
acknowledge herself as an alien, however, 
and refused to register as an alien. She 
was thereupon arrested. 

J am without any nationality,” pro- 
tested Mrs. Tyndall to the court before 
which she was tried for her failure to 
register. ‘In case of war, my property 
would be-confiscated. I should be thrown 


in the street and should not know even 


to whom to apply for help. And yet I am 
really English and I do not wish to lose 
my nationality. I have never sworn al- 
legiance to the United States, and I never 
will.“ To thank her for her patriotic 
fidelity Mrs. Tyndall was condemned by 
her country to pay a 20 shilling fine or 


to serve 70 days in jail. She chose jail. 


The authorities finally yielded when she 
took up this rebellious attitude and she 
was not jailed. 

“Winifred James, a novelist is another 
case. She is British born and was mar- 


ried to an American. She did not become 


American by her marriage, according to 
American law, but she ceased to be Brit- 
ish, according to British law. Her hus- 
band divorced her in Panama but the di- 
vorce was not recognized by British law. 
She refused to register in Great Britain. 
as an alien and was arrested for failure 
to register. There was a great deal of 


publicity prior to her trial. On February 
3, three days before the date of her trial, 


we spent two hours at the Home Office 
with one of the officials. We argued the 
whole case of nationality inside out. At 
7 P. M. that same night, a Home Office 
order was issued that British-born women 
who had lost their nationality by mar- 
riage need not register with the police 
any longer, and Miss James was notified 
by the Home Office that she need not 


appear in the police court. 


“Hundreds of women turned up at the 
police court to support Miss James in her 
refusal to register as an alien, not know- 
ing that the case had been dropped. We 
hurriedly got posters printed, took down 
flags to the police station, formed the 
women in a parade and marched through 


London to the Home Office, marching 


right into the building—posters, flags and 
all. We asked to see the Home Secretary. 
He had influenza and so we saw his secre- 
tary and put the case for complete equal- 
ity in nationality. Five societies were 
represented on this impromptu deputa- 
tion. Mrs. Flora Drummond, president 
of the Six Point Group, introduced us 
and called on me to speak. 

“We feel that the new Home Office wee 
nance about registering — that is, no 
longer requiring the British woman mar- 
ried to a foreigner to register with the 
police as an alien—shows that the Home 
Office is somewhat shaken in its position. 


The dramatic force of particular cases is 


driving public officials to comprehend the 
demand for complete W in England 
as elsewhere.“ 


News from the Field 


The Mary Winsor Prize 

HE attention of our readers is again 
called to the prize of $25 offered by 
Mary Winsor of Haverford, Pa., for the 
greatest number of subscriptions for 
Equat Ricuts sent in by any one member 
of the National Woman’s Party between 
March 1, 1933, and March 1, 1934. We re- 
mind our industrious members that time 
is passing and that one new subscription 
a day will mount to a prodigious figure by 

the time March 1, 1934, rolls around. 


Miss Presstman Addresses Students 

ARIE W. PRESSTMAN, only wom- 

an member of the Maryland Board 

of Motion Picture Censors, member of the 
firm of Presstman & Doetsch, attorneys, 
and vice-president of the Maryland 
Branch of the National Woman’s Party, 
gave two lectures on Equal Rights before 
the student body of the University of 
Maryland on March 21. Miss Presstman 
spoke at the request of Earl T. Bellman, 
associate professor of economics at the 
university. Mr. and Mrs. Bellman enter- 
tained Miss Presstman at luncheon in the 


interval between the lectures, thereby giv- 
ing her an opportunity to meet some of 
the women students. 
ports that the students were so much in- 
terested in Miss Presstman’s lectures that 
they would like to organize an Equal 
Rights Council at the university. 


Prominent Women Endorse Reservation 
T a meeting called by Mrs. Robert 
Moss in Annapolis, Md., on March 20, 

the following names were signed in en- 

dorsement of the equality reservation— 

Mrs. Robert H. Walker, Baltimore, Md.; 

Mrs. Allan Wescott, 1 Thompson, Annap- 

olis; Mrs. V. J. Wyckoff, 13 Thompson, 

Annapolis; Mrs. Jerry L. Smith, Annap- 

olis; Mrs. F. M. Hoadley, editor of the 

Maryland Club Woman, 28 W. Kirke, 

Chevy Chase, Md.; Mrs: Chauncey Depew 

Snow, chairman International Relations, 

Maryland Federated Clubs, 5719 Chevy 

Chavy Chase Parkway, N.W., Washing- 

ton, D. C.; Mrs. Laura Alexander, 9 Taney 

Avenue, Annapolis; Mrs. Robert Moss, 

West Annapolis. 

After the meeting on March 20 Mrs. 


Mr. Bellman re- 


Robert H. Walker and Iris Calderhead 


Walker called upon Gavernor Ritchie, 


who disclaimed any knowledge of a reso- 
lution to endorse the court in the Mary- 
land Legislature. He said that he would 
speak to Senator Veasey asking that no 
action be taken, or, if action were con- 
templated, that a hearing be called. 


Husband and Wife Win 

N March 22 Representative Rees’ bill 

to make it unlawful for both hus- 
band and wife to be employed by the Fed- 
eral Government, the State, county or 
municipal government, if their combined 
salaries exceeded $2,000 a year, was de- 
feated in the Delaware Legislature by a 
vote of 26 to 7. It was brought out dur- 
ing the debate that the bill would affect 
married school teachers whose husbands 
happen to be employed in any branch of 
the government. The National Woman’s 
Party can take great credit for this vic- 
tory. Florence Bayard Hilles, Delaware 
State chairman, spoke before the Wom- 
en’s Joint Legislative Committee as a 
part of the campaign against the proposed 
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bill, and effectively voiced the opposition 
of women everywhere to such legislation. 

There are several other bills on the 
legislative calendar aimed at married 
women working, and the indications are 
that the same fate awaits them. 


Mrs. Hilles Attends Board Meeting 


HE National Woman’s Party, which 
recently joined the National Council 
of Women, was represented by Florence 
Bayard Hilles, National Chairman, at a 
dinner in New York last week, given by 


the National Board of the National Coun- 


cil of Women. Mrs. Hilles later attended 
a board meeting as representative of the 
Woman's Party. | 

Mrs. Hilles spoke to the board, telling 
of tha campaign that is now before Con- 
gress on equal nationality rights, and 
urged the National Council to send a rep- 


resentative to the hearing and to take the 


same strong stand on the question of na- 
tionality which the International Coun- 
cil has maintained. 

The International Council, founded 
through the efforts of May Wright Sew- 
all and Susan B. Anthony, is one of the 
eight women’s organizations which have 
worked for the last two years on the 
Women’s Consultative Committee at 


LORENCE BAYARD HILLES, Na- 


tional Chairman of the Woman's 


Party, has sent the following letter to 
President Roosevelt, urging the reappoint- 
ment of Jessie Dell as Civil Service vou’ 
missioner : 

“By action of the National denden of 


the National Woman's Party I wish to 


present the following endorsement for the 
reappointment of Hon. Jessie Dell as 
United States Civil Service Commissioner. 
Miss Dell was originally the candidate of 
the National Woman's Party, and it is 
their pleasure to make the following state- 


ment concerning her fitness for the office, 


as well as her record in it during the past 
eight years. Miss Dell is a native of 
Georgia, a Democrat, has been for years 
a worker in the Government service, where 
her record for excellent work and devo- 


tion to public service is unquestioned. © 


For the past eight years she has been a 
member of the United States Civil Service 
Commission, and has served both faith- 
fully and ably. We believe that for the 
good of the service and for the recogni- 
tion of the justice, as well as the desira- 


_ bility of having women serve in this com- 
mission, Miss Dell should be continued as 


a member of the Civil Service Commission, 


and we further feel that to deny her this 
service is to deny the services of a woman 


who has proved that she is eminently 
fitted for her position and has success- 
fully fulfilled the trust imposed in her.” 


Jessie Dell was appointed by President 
Coolidge to the position of Civil Service 
Commissioner—the first woman ever to 
hold that position. At the time of her 
appointment it was the highest position 
in the Federal Government ever held by 
a woman. Her name was proposed by the 
National Woman’s Party and the Party 
campaigned tirelessly for her appoint- 
ment. She was reappointed by President 
Coolidge and again by President Hoover. 

This year the National Women’s Civil 
Servants’ Alliance is leading the cam- 
paign for her endorsement. It is grati- 
fying to the Woman’s Party to realize 
that it has been instrumental in placing 
in a key position a woman who has been 
able so eminently to fill it. It was Miss 
Dell who succeeded in bringing to a close 
the long fight of the women civil service 
employes for a single register. Now men 


and women instead of being listed sepa- 


rately are in one single list and the op- 
portunity for advancement by seniority 
or length of service is. equal. 


The Woman's Party headquarters at 


Washington is constantly receiving let - 
ters of commendation urging that every- 
thing possible be done to secure the re- 
appointment of this able woman. : 


Mrs. Blatch Visits Headquarters 
N honored guest at the National 


Woman's Party headquarters last 


week was Harriot Stanton Blatch. 


In the Capital for the first time in some 


years, she made two calls. One on the 


National Woman's Party to give her 
blessing to the work being done on the 


Equal Nationality Bill. One on the first 
woman Cabinet member, Frances Perkins, 
to behold in the flesh and the blood that 
for which she had worked so long. 


The Equal Nationality measure has a 


special personal appeal for Mrs. Blatch 


aside from her interest as a Feminist, as 


she is one of those who lost her national- 


ity through marriage. 

Mrs. Blatch celebrated her seventieth 
birthday a few years ago, and is one of 
the few women now living to whom the 
present generation of women owes the 


rights they now have. Daughter of Eliza- 


beth Cady Stanton, one of the three 
founders of the Equal Rights movement, 
she began as a little girl to speak and 
write on the subject that was to he her 
life work. All through her girlhood she 
kept unflaggingly at it. It was Harriot 
Stanton Blatch who founded and was 
president of the Woman’s Political Union 
of New York, the first organization to 
conduct an active political campaign in 
New York. 
started at her instigation. Women began 
speaking on street corners and at State 
fairs. She organized great mass meetings 
in Carnegie Hall and similar places. She 
was one of the first to introduce the suf- 


Open-air meetings were 


Equal Rights 


frage parade. Through her tireless ac- 
tivity the State was roused from complete 
indifference on the question of suffrage to 
great attention. 

Mrs. Blatch was long an advocate of 
direct appeal to Congress, while the ma- 


jority were busy with State Legislatures. 


At the National American Woman’s Suf- 
frage Association Convention at Phila- 
delphia in 1912 she was instrumental in 
having Lucy Burns and Alice Paul put in 
charge of Congressional work to begin an 
active campaign at once. She marched in 
the great suffrage procession of 1913 in 
Washington, spoke on one of the delega- 
tions to the President, and never missed 
an opportunity to fight for the principle 
of equality. This great pioneer Feminist, 
once on the National Board of the Wom- 
an’s Party, was one of the first to stand 
for Equal Rights in industry. Her own 
organization was the first to try to defeat 
candidates for the Legislature, because 
they were endeavoring to enact special 
labor laws for women. Speaking of the 
present almost world-wide attempted leg. 
islation against women, Mrs. Blatch said, 
“Unless women everywhere. take an im- 
mediate and indomitable stand, all that 
we have gained will be swept away and 
we shall be back where we were when I 
was a child.” A little later she hopes to 
be able to spend some time at National 
Headquarters helping the Woman’s Party 


Se in its campaign. 


Virginia New Organization 
MILIE A. DOETSCH, attorney and 
I the first and only woman to occupy 
the post of Assistant City Solicitor in 
Baltimore, Maryland, spent the week end 
of March 18-21 in Richmond, Virginia, 


where she spoke before a meeting of the 


Business and Professional Women’s Club 
and also before the Virginia Branch of 
the National Woman’s Party. She was 
the guest of Eudora Ramsay Richardson, 
well-known author and field representa- 


= tive of the Business and Professional 


Women’s Federation, for one night and 
spent the rest of her visit with Mrs. Rob- 
ert Hudson, Virginia chairman. While 
she was there she conferred with a num- 
ber of Richmond women who desire to 


form a Business and Professional Coun- 
eil of Virginia Branch. 


ROOMS FOR VISITORS IN 
WASHINGTON 


Headquarters of the National Woman's Party 
announces that several spacious, sunny rooms 
in Alva Belmont House at 144 B Street N. E., 
just a block from the Capitol, are available 
for the use of members of the National 
Woman’s Party temporarily in Washington. 


Rooms, $2.00 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY > 
PUBLICATIONS AND BOOKS 


| 600 East Lombard Street 
| Baltimore, Md. 
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